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ing collection that has appeared in this age. When it
is fairly launched I mean to stick close to Westminster
Hall, and it will be truly kind if you recommend me
appeals, or causes of any sort.

Pray, let me have a long account of you as a Rusticus.
My compliments to Mrs. Dempster.

Ever most truly yours,

JAMES BOSWELL.

Such a request (it may be observed) as that made in the
latter part of the above letter, to the effect that his friend should
" recommend " business to Boswell, is understood to be strictly
unprofessional at the English Bar, wherever at least it becomes
known. This breach of conventional etiquette was however
more unavailing in Boswell's case than that of many others ;
he had as little success at the Bar as in politics; he obtained
neither place, profit, nor reputation by either of these walks in
life. His title to fame or the gratitude of the world is
based alone upon the successful prosecution of his literary
pursuits.